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Art Unit: 3781 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Fouss et al. 
(4359167) (Fouss). 

Fouss discloses an underground tank comprising a resin shell having an outer wall 
defining a chamber for storing liquid, as shown in Fig. 1 the shell is elongated along a 
longitudinal axis, an upper wall includes a manway 92, 94, 96, an outer wall includes inwardly 
extending pockets formed by root portions 12 of the corrugated side wall, the root portion along 
the side as shown in Fig. 1 has upright walls extending over 50% of the height, the same root 
portion at the upper wall as shown in Fig. 2 has a vertical, second wall substantially 
perpendicular to the upright wall and extending at least 40% of the width. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 40-44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Fouss et al. 
(4359167) (Fouss) in view of De Benedittis et al. (5346093)(De Benedittis). 

Fouss discloses an underground tank comprising a resin shell having an outer wall 
defining a chamber for storing liquid, as shown in Fig. 1 the shell is elongated along a 
longitudinal axis, an upper wall includes a manway 92, 94, 96, an outer wall includes inwardly 
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extending pockets formed by root portions 12 of the corrugated side wall, the root portion along 
the side as shown in Fig. 1 has upright walls extending over 50% of the height, the same root 
portion at the upper wall as shown in Fig. 2 has a vertical, second wall substantially 
perpendicular to the upright wall and extending at least 40% of the width, the manway includes a 
collar 92, the collar has an inner annular wall portion 94 adapted to receive a cover. However, 
no trough circumscribes the collar. De Benedittis teaches a liquid storage tank with an opening 
36 which is surrounded by a circumscribing trough recessed downwardly from the collar 36 and 
the top surface of the outer wall. It would have been obvious to add the circumscribing trough to 
catch liquids that may exit the through an opening. 

Claims 45-47 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Fouss et al. 
(4359167) (Fouss) in view of Gonzalez (6390325). 

Fouss discloses an underground tank comprising a resin shell having an outer wall 
defining a chamber for storing liquid, as shown in Fig. 1 the shell is elongated along a 
longitudinal axis, an upper wall includes a manway 92, 94, 96, an outer wall includes inwardly 
extending pockets formed by root portions 12 of the corrugated side wall, the root portion along 
the side as shown in Fig. 1 has upright walls extending over 50% of the height, the same root 
portion at the upper wall as shown in Fig. 2 has a vertical, second wall substantially 
perpendicular to the upright wall and extending at least 40% of the width. However, no lugs are 
shown. Gonzalez teaches a stairwell structure and tank with several parts having members 
arranged in the shape of an "L" and attached to the outer end wall of the tank. It would have 
been obvious to integrally mold the L-lugs onto the end wall of the resin tank of Fouss to provide 
a stairwell structure for the convenience of providing access to the top of a tank and adapting a 
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tank to above ground use or use within a below ground well where access to the top of the tank is 
desired. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Stephen J. Castellano whose telephone number is 571-272-4535. 
The examiner can normally be reached on increased flexibility plan (IFP). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Anthony D. Stashick can be reached on 571-272-4561 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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